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THIS IS SUCH A CREATURE, 
' WOULD SHE BEGIN A SE CT, MIGHT QUENCH THE 
— ZEAL | 
OF ALL PROFESSORS ELSE, 1 PROSELYTES 
OF WHOM SHE BUT BID FOLLOW. 


SHAKESPEARE. 
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the following Letter 1s too 
long, I can only obſerve, that 
the principal difficulty in writ- 
ing it was, to confine the matter 


1 F it ſhould be thought that 


within its preſent limits. IF 
it ſhould be objected, that the 


Hiſtorical Arguments are con- 


fined, and the deductions from 


them diffuſe, I am ſorry for it; 


becauſe this was in ſome mea- 
fure deſigned, and it would have 


ſpared me much trouble if I 


a1 - had 
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had encreaſed the former, and 
abridged the latter. it 


ſhould be ſaid to want form and 


regularity, I have to declare, 
that it is a work of the heart 
impreſſed with a favourite idea, 
and that, under ſuch impreſſions, 
the thoughts flowed without 
I did 


not propoſe to write a Syſtem ; 


reftraint from my pen.— 


on the contrary, I prepared this 
Work for thoſe whom Syſtem 
would have diſguſted ; nor could 


I be fo inattentive to my own | 
deſign, as to rob my thoughts 
of the little warmth they might 
poſſeſs, by a minute regard to 
preciſion and arrangement. 


After 


PRE LC. 


After all, it is but a 16% 
and if I have not been guilty 


of any epiſtolary improprieties, I 
ſhall be fully ſatisfied. ——The 
ſubject is very intereſting to the 


Female Sex; and, without any 
diminution of the reſpect I bear 
to the great Lady to whom it 1s 


addreſſed, I preſent it as an 


offering of great good will to 
the attention of my Country- 
women. 
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AN INTERESTING 


EL © ER, QC. 


M ADAM, 
E may be the bufneſb or the de- 
ſign of others to addreſs Vour 
Grace upon ſubjects, which, having 
a relation to the preſent moment, or 
to ſome tranſient faſhion, are forgot- 
ten with the objects of them. ſhall 
purſue another courſe ; and, leaving 
the laſh of fatire, and the ſneer of 
ridicule, to thoſe who think them ef- 
fectual, ſhall endeavour, if Truth 
i YH has 
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- has any influence over you, to call 


your attention to the moſt impor- 


tant intereſts of your nature. 


This Book, Madam, if I execute 


my deſign, will be formed for every 


part of your life. I mean it not 
only to correct the errors of youth, 
bur to confirm the good intention of 
riper years; and to enſure the only 


comforts of old age, if you ſhould 


live to attain it. But in preſenting 
it to the Duchkss or DEVONSHIRE, 


1 would not be thought to confine 


its precepts or its information to 


her; they are formed for the whole 


Sex, Madam, as well as for you, 
though J addreſs them to Your 
Grace, as an undoubted ſource of fe- 
male are and if they ſhould 
aid 
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aid in your breaſt the buſineſs of re- 


flection, if they ſhould open the 
door for Prudence and Diſcretion to 
enter into your heart, this little Vo- 
lume will be productive of the 
moſt diffuſive benefit. But even 
ſhould you neglect, for I defy you 
to deſpiſe its precepts ; if you ſhould, 
in your high-ſpirited moments, en- 


deavour to ridicule, for you cannot 


. falſify its informations; I ſhall not 
be hopeleſs ſome minds, yet un- 
| tainted, may, perhaps, find in its 


pages wherewith to fortify them 


againſt the prevailing contagion; and 
parental affection may derive from 
| thence new motives to vigilance and 
circumſpection. Nay, if, neglected 
by the World, it ſhould paſs into the 
ſhades of Life, and make one in- 
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dividual honourable and happy, by 


directing her underſtanding to its beſt 


object, I may ſurely be contented. 


Indeed, if my views were not anxi- 
ouſly directed to the welfare and 


intereſt of others, the ſatisfaction 
which ever ariſes from honeſt endea- 
vours to do good, would be a ſuf- 
ficient reward. 


My deſign, in this Addreſs, is to 


offer to Your Grace a few general 


obſervations upon the Influence of 
the Female Character in Society; 
wherein 1 mall endeavour briefly to 
trace its origin and progreſs, to what 
cauſe its preſent ſtate is to be attri- 
buted, and how it ought to be exerted 
to promote the honour and happi- 
neſs of Manand of themſelves. This 
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== ST > 
is a ſubject which muſt be intereſt= 


ing to every individual of the Female 


Sex. The Vain and the Fool will 


be curious to diſcover ſomething 


that may feed their vanity, or amuſe 
their folly; as the Wiſeand Prudent, 


to improve their knowledge and 


direct their underſtanding: and 


with the utmoſt ſincerity I wiſh, that 


the faint Picture of Female Virtue 


which will be pourtrayed by my Pen, 


may be far excelled by your original 
and genuine excellence, 


It has been the common practice 


of thoſe who have written in defence 
of Women, to be content with a long 
detail of perſons of that Sex whowere 
eminent for ſome Virtue, or ſkilled 
in ſome Science; admired for their 
B 3 for- 
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fortitude, or amiable for chelx ten- 
derneſs; and even the greater part 


of theſe examples have been taken 


from the Fables of Antiquity, the 
Stories of Romance, the Ages of 
Chivalry, or the Reign of Enthu- 


ſiaſm : and, after all, the number is 
ſo confined, that they may be conſi- 
dered as exceptions to any rule in 
their favour, : as well as examples to 


ſupport it. 


I know not of any Author who 


appears to have entered impartially 
upon the ſubject. Some have hurried 


with the eagerneſs of Knight-Erran- 


try to the praiſe of Women, while 


others, with a leſs glorious ardor, 
have laboured to depreciate them. 


A fair and unprejudiced Hiſtory of 


the 
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the Female Character, derived from 


certain fixed principles founded in 
Truth and Experience, yet remains 


to be produced to the World. In- 
deed, where is the Man who is quali- 
fied to write, with due impartiality, 
on a ſubject of ſuch an intereſting 
nature ? Youth cannot be truſted 


with a theme, where the vivid flame 


of Imagination would be ſupplied 
with ſuch conſtant fuel; where Rea- 
ſon and Judgment would ſo often 
yield to delirium and rapture: nor 

can chilly and unfeeling Age be em- 


ployed upon a ſubje& which cannot 
be treated with juſtice, when the glow 


of imagination is paſſed away, and 
the ſofter ſenſibilities ceaſe to be 
remembered. If we ſhould apply to 
the intermediate period of Life, when 
Bo: Paſſion 
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Paſſion is moderated but not ex- 
tinct, when Judgment is ftrong 


without being moroſe, and Expe- 


rience is arrived to ſtrength and ma- 
turity, a difficulty ſtill oppoſes which 


can hardly be ſurmounted ; for 
where is the Man to be found 


who has lived in the World, that does 
not in a great degree, if not entirely, 
owe his comforts or his ſorrows to 


the Female part of the Creation? 


and ſtrict partiality cannot be expect- 


ed, where prejudice will inevitably 


_ ariſe from Gratitude or Reſentment. 
The Man of learning and retirement, 
of deep ſcudy and philoſophic enquiry, 


who can diſcriminate with certainty, 


and determine with judgment upon 
the various branches of ſcientific 


erudition, mult here be indebted tothe 
reſearches, and directed by the infor- 


mation 
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mation of others, and be liable to 
be miſled by them. Beſides, the Man 
of the cloſet will make, at beſt, 
but empty ſpeculations upon Cha- 
racters, which cannot be examined 


with effect but in the varying ſcenes 
of the World; and if we ſuppoſe 


him to leave his retirement, and to 
walk forth upon the Theatre of 


Public Life, to reflect and obſerve 


upon what he may ſee there, —his 
mind, accuſtomed to cool and regu- 
lar inveſtigation, would be unable 


to follow the quick and ſucceſſive 
changes of Female fancy: he would 


be bewildered in the hurry of faſnion- 
able Life. And where would be the 
matter for wonder, if, amid the magic 
of Female Beauty, and the charmsof 


Female Excellence, his Philoſophy 
ſhouid 


N 
WP wr *. > R 
* T * 


re 
ſhould be vanquiſhed, and he ſhould 
become their Adorer inſtead of their 
Judge? 


There was a time of my life, when 


I myſelf had ſome thought of under- | 


taking this delicate buſineſs; and 
had actually begun to prepare ma- 
terials for an Hiſtory of Woman, 
and a full Examination of the Cha- 
racter and Duties of the Female Sex: 
but being in the ſituation of thoſe 
who owe the bleſſings of life to 


them, and bearing about me the con- 
tinual and affecting ſenſibility of the 


obligation, I ſoon diſcovered that it 
was my lot to be their Panegyriſt, 
and not their Hiſtorian, 


That there is a difference of cha- 


racter in the Male and Female part of 
— me 
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the Creation, is univerſally acknow- 


ledged; and ſome have thought 


proper to amuſe their leiſure in 


forming compariſons of their reſpec- 
tive merits. This has proved at 


beſt but a queſtion for the exerciſe 
of partial ingenuity, where the ſo- 


phiſtry and art of the Writer have 


had but little intercourſe with Truth 


in forming their deciſions. When the 


characters of each are conſummate, by 
a proper exerciſe of their reſpective 
duties, there is no ſuperiority ;— 


their merits are equal; and it is the 


due co-operation of them which 


forms the ſupreme happineſs of life : 
in the ſcale of Beings they are the 


ſame, —The Mother, who with anxi- 
cous tenderneſs nouriſhes the Infant 
with her milk, and watches over it with 


the 
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the never- failing eye of affection 
and the Father, whoſe active induſtry 


is employed, with equal anxiety, for 


us preſent and future provifion— 


took at them both,—and tell me 


which is the ſuperior ? 


That the influence of Women in 
Civil Society is very great, is an 


opinion which J believe will be con- 


firmed by an univerſal aſſent. It 
appears to me to be no leſs evident, 


that as Men have improved in know- 


ledge and the arts of ſocial life, this 
influence has encreaſed. It may a- 
muſe Your Grace .to be informed, 


that in the early and barbarous Ages 
of the World, hunting was the em- 
ployment and profeſſion of the Men. 


To their Kill their courage, and their 
in duſtry 


Py _ N —— 
o 
7x — 2 F * 1 8 * 


7 


zen e 


tb 
2 
X 
2s 
7 
5 
1152 
55 
Fs; 
=» 
Ig 
7 2 "0% 
Dae. 
N 
n 
Wn 
3 
1 
HF 
FB 
- ws PP 
> 
4 
8 
7 
1 
5 
x 


induſtry in the chace, they owed the 


food that nouriſhed, and the raiment 


that covered them. The day was 


paſſed in labour, and the night in 


_ repoſe :—ſmall was then the interval 


for Love, if paſſion unmingled with 
ſentiment deſerves the name. The 


ſavageneſs of their employmeat, and 


the fatigues attendant upon it, har- 


dened their hearts againſt the ſooth- 


ing ſentiments of tender nature. 
They were the Tyrants of the woods, 
and the Tyrants of their homes. 


The Beaſts were their prey, and the 
Women were their ſlaves. The 


Foreſts of Patagonia, and many other 


parts of the uncultivated World, re- 


tain theſe veſtiges of rude and pri- 
mitive manners. 


To 
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To this, a milder ſtate ſucceeded : 


—and when Men, tired of their 


bloody labours, had diſcovered the 


nature and value of gregarious Ani- 


mals, and had learned to form them 


into flocks and herds, then the 


Human Mind began to untold the 
finer parts of its character. Amid the 


leiſure of the paſtoral employment, 
the Paſtoral Reed firſt aſtoniſhed the 
Plain; and the Mind being now at 
reſt from ſavage ideas, was open to 


the tender ſentiments of aftection, 


and taught. that Reed to expreſs 
them in the ſimple melody of Na- 


ture. A ſenſe of Beauty and Female 


Excellence beamed upon the heart ; 

the ſweet intercourſe of ſoft and 
mutual Paſſion aroſe between the 
Sexes, and Love called forth and 
improved the facultics of the ſoul. 


This 
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| This dawn of Science and of Vir- 


tue was the Golden Age, which 
charms ſo much in the fablings of 
Antiquity. This was that Arcadia, 
from whence Fancy has ſtolen her 
moſt intereſting deſcriptions. This 


was the time when Pan and Faunus, 
and all the Sylvan Deities, are feigned 


by the Poets to have dwelt in the fo- 
reſts, and converſed with Men. — 
This was the infant ſtate of Poetry 


and of Verſe. 


In the ſucceſſive progreſs and im- 


provements of Society, when it grew 
into fixed and regular eſtabliſhments, 


in the diſtributive wiſdom of Legiſla- 


tion Women vere not forgotten; 
they were not without their privi- 
leges and their honours. Beſides 
polling | 
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poſſeſſing the government of their fa- 


milies, they were ſometimes admit- 
ted to preſide at the Altars ; and, in 
times of war, their invocations and 
religious ſolemnities were conſidered 
as neceſſary to obtain the favour of 
Heaven, while their incitements con- 


firmed the courage of Heroes, and 


their applauſes heightened the glory 
of conqueſt. In the hiſtory of ſuc- 
ceeding times it is no leis evident, 
that the increaſe of Knowledge, the 
cultivation of Science, and the im- 
provement of Arts, were favourable 
to Women, and combined to increaſe 
their influence; which continued, 
with more or leſs variation, till that 
great and important Era, when the 
revelation of a Divine Religion was 
adminiſtered to the World, Chriſti- 


anity , 
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anity, Madam, while it brought Life 


and Immortality to light, while it 


held forth its eternal rewards to the 


whole Human Race, is pregnant even 


with temporal privileges to your Sex, 


which, before its appearance, and in 
other religions, they never knew. 


This is the diſtinguiſhed period, 


when a certain, fixed, and authorita- 
tive equality ſeems to be eſtabliſned 
between the Sexes: This is the time 


when Women were firſt admitted, by 


the awful ſanctions of Religion, to 
an equal ſhare in the enjoyment of 
every temporal privilege, as well as 
the certain hopes of future happi- 
neſs. From this ſource, Madam, 


flows all the conſequence, freedom, 
and importance, which Your Grace 
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46 
in an eminent degree, and every 
Chriſtian Woman in ſome degree, poſ- 
ſeſſes at this day. Upon this ground 
T ſhall erect my ſtandard of argu- 
ment; and from hence will proceed 


every obſervation, cenſure, and ad- 


monition, which may compoſe the 
future part of this Letter. The ſub- 


ject is of a moſt intereſting nature: 


higher abilities and abler pens than 


mine are requiſite to do it juſtice; 


nevertheleſs I flatter myſelf, that 
Your Grace will not accuſe me of 
vanity, if 1 add, that even in my 
feeble execution it will deſerve, and 


I hope ſecure, your ſerious and fa- 5 


vourable attention. 


It may not, DE WED be wholly 
improper to offer to Your Grace's 


recol- 
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( 19 ) 
recollection, that the end of Chriſti- 
anity was to ſecure to Mankind the 
happineſs of a Future World; and to 
enable them to co-operate in a de- 


ſign of ſuch grace and importance, 


the Author of it communicated to 
them a Code of gracious and divine 


laws for their continual obſervance. 
I call them Gracious, Madam ; for 
they not only mark the way to the 


| happinels of Heaven, but are equally 


conducive to the moſt perfect happi- 


neſs on Earth: and I call them Di- 
vine, becauſe, among many other 
incontrovertible evidences, they are 
ſo wonderfully adapted to the nature 


of Man, to incite his good, and re- 
preſs his evil diſpoſitions, that he 


alone who created the one, could have 
formed the other. This ſyſtem of _ 
: = Reli- 
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Religion, ſo new to the World, ſo ex- 

cellent in its nature, and ſo wonder- 

fully authenticated, would neceſſari- 

ly have ſome and no inconſiderable 

effect upon the Legiſlation of every ; 
Country where it was received; and Þ| 
uſing human means to complete its 
deſigns, it could not have taken a 
more certain and general method of 
improving Society, than by admit- 
ting Women to their natural ſhare in : 
It. pe ; 


| The Chriſtian Lawgiver, through- 
out the whole of his divine miſſion, 
neither in his precepts or his prac- 
tice made any particular diſtinction ; 
between the Sexes. He came to fave N : 
all the Human Race; it was not there: 
fore to be ſuppoſed, that one part of ß : 
55 „„ F 
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it would be permitted to poſſeſs any 


real advantage over the other. In- 
deed, it ſeems to have been his de- 
ſign to reſtrain any falſe ſuperiority, 
which the ignorance or the corrup- 


tion of former times might have oc- 
caſioned. He exalted Women to that 


equality with the other Sex, which 
the rights of Creation and the inte- 
reſts of Society evidently demand. It 


might be for this, among other gra- 


cious purpoſes, that he ſo frequent- 


ly made them the particular objects 


of his reſpect and favour. The firſt 
full declaration of his divine charac- 
ter and miſſion was made to a Wo- 


man at the Well of SaMARIA. The 


only tears he was ever ſeen to ſhed, 
were drawn a- down his ſacred cheeks 
by the ſorrows of the Siſters of La- 


Cc 2 | zZarus. 
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zarus. He received the miniſtry of 


Women with regard ; and at a time 


when he was deſerted by all men, 


when even his Diſciples had fled 


away, and the confident Peter dared 
not to acknowledge him ; when the 
Powers of Darkneſs triumphed; the 
only perſon who was inſpired by 


Heaven at that period with courage 


to aſſert his innocence was a Woman, 


the Wife of Pilate. When the dole- 


ful tragedy was paſt, and the great 


event to which it led was alſo com- 


pleted, he firſt made known his Re- 


ſurrection to Women, and appointed 
them his Ambaſſadors to the afflicted 
and doubting Diſciples, to give them 


courage, and confirm their faith. 


I do not mean to inform Your 
Grace of theſe, with many other ſimi- 


lar 
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lar events recorded in the New 


Teſtament, with which, from your 
excellent education, you muſt be fo 


well acquainced ; but rather to col- 
lect them together in a point of view 


ſo favourable to your Sex, and 


wherein, perhaps, they may never 
have been the objects of your conſi- 


deration. But theſe marks of at- 


tention, and tokens of reſpect, which 
Women received from the Son of 


God, were only the fore-runners of 


| thoſe privileges which the eſtabliſh- 


ment of his Religion would ſecure to 


them. To diſcover what theſe ad- 
voantages are, it may be thought ne- 
ceſſary to enter minutely into the 


preſent ſtate of Women, in thoſe 


5 parts of the world where the Chriſ- 


tian Religion is not predominant, as 
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240 
well as their character, ſituation, and 
influence, before its appearance on 


the earth, in order to form a juſt 
compariſon with their preſent condi- 


tion in the Chriſtian world. But with- 


out conducting Your Grace through 


ſuch a long and tedious track of 


hiſtory, I hope to impreſs the cer- 


tainty of theſe benefits with equal 
force upon your conviction, 


The laws of every Chriſtian Coun- 
try attend with a regard to the ſanc- 
tity and privileges of Marriage, not 
to be found in the hiſtories of an- 
cient times, nor in any exiſting peo- 


ple or nation where the Goſpel Re- 


velation is unknown or not beliey- 


ed;—and Marriage, ſanctified by Re- 


ligion, and guarded by laws, as it is 


through- 


Cw) 
throughout the Chriſtian World, may 
be ſaid to be the ſtrong-hold of Fe- 


male Power. Polygamy, or the 


having a plurality of wives, is for- 
bid by the Evangelical Laws:—Con- 
cubinage 1s among the crimes which 
they threaten with the anger of Hea- 


ven; and the practice of purchaſing . 
the Daughter of her Father, which 
rendered a Wife little better than a 


ſlave, with many other cuſtoms of 
too groſs a nature to bear a repeti- 
tion, has yielded to the juſt and 
equal ſpirit of the Goſpel. The 


duties of the matrimonial ſtate are 


particularly pointed out and enfor- 
ced by the ſacred Writers of the New 


Teſtament; and the Legiſlators of 


Chriſtian Countries, conforming to 
the genius of the Goſpel, have 


given. 
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Cw) 
given their aid in ſupporting the ſa- 
cred character of the Marriage-Con- 
tract, and in puniſhing the violations 
ww 7 


To be the more fully convinced 
how important theſe truths are to 

your Sex, I would recommend Your 
Grace to reflect for a moment on the 
wretched and degrading ſtate of Wo- _ 
men in thoſe countries where the 
ſtandard of Mahomet was unfurled, 
and the Religion of that Impoſtor 
prevails. There you will fee them 
raiſed but a ſmall degree above the 
claſs of domeſtic animals, denied al- 
moſt the uſe of their reaſon in this 
world, and without hopes of any fu- 
ture exiſtence, _ 


Look, 


EC.” 

Look, for a moment, into the Se- 
raglios of the Eaſt, the dwellings of 
impriſoned Beauty, and behold their 
wretched inhabitants ſubject to the 
w1ll of a capricious Tyrant, knowing 
no happineſs but in being the carnal 
and temporary objects of a brutal 


_ paſſion, and even this uncertain pre- 
_ eminence embittered by Jealouſy and 


by Fear;—excluded from all ſociety 


but that of Rivals whom they hate, 


and in the vigilant cuſtody of Beings 
whom they deteſt ; who, deprived of 


comfort themſelves, make out a 


wretched ſatisfaction in realizing the 
jealouſies of their imperious maſters, 
and revenging upon theſe unfortu- 


tunate Women the cruelty by which 


they themſelves are ſeparated, as it 


were, from the Human Race. TO 


theſe 
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theſe unhappy Fair-ones, the Balm 
f Gilead is not fragrant, and the 
Roſe of Sharon blooms in vain ! 


It is unneceſſary to multiply ex- 
amples, or I might beg your further 
attention to the manners of number- 

lefs other Pagan Countries and Sa- 
vage Nations, as they are made 
known to us in the writings of 
Voyagers whoſe credibility has not 
yet been doubted, where the Female 
Sex are often repreſented in a ſtate 
far more humiliating and diſgraceful ' 
to rational beings, than that which I 
have deſcribed. 


The Plurality of Wives, even in 
the Jewiſh Government, rendered the 
Female Character very inferior and 
. 


ä 
ſubordinate. The Huſband could 
not make an equal diviſion of his 


affections among a number of Wo- 
men; ſo that they muſt be altogether. 


ſubje& to a reigning Favourite, a 
ſituation replete with miſery and diſ- 


appointment, or enjoy an alternate 
and temporary exaltation, embitter- 
cd by its uncertainty. The Huſband, 


therefore, to govern his family, muſt 


have recourſe to the abſolute power 


of a Lord and Maſter. Under theſe 


_ circumſtances, Marriage would be 
deprived of all thoſe ſweets and com- 


forts which ſpring from equality, 
friendſhip, and ſocial intercourſe , 


while it muſt be the continual ſource 
of rivalſhip, diviſions, and domeſtic 


diſturbance. The Children of one 
Woman found a cruel ſtep- mother in 
| . 
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every other Wife of the Father: each 
ſon, or filial band, eſpouſed the in- 
tereſt of their particular mother, and 
confidered the reſt as aliens or enemies. 
We may find ſad examples of do- 
meſtic feuds, ariſing from this ſource, 

even in the Royal Family of David. 
The facility of divorce alſo among 
the Hebrews, as well as many other 
Nations, by weakening the chain of 
Matrimony, ſtill encreaſed the infe- 
riority of the fairer Sex, 


From what has been obſerved, 
Your Grace will permit me to form 
the following natural concluſion :— 
That rhe right which a Woman now 
has to the entire affections of her 
Huſband ; that his beſtowing them 
on another 1s an offence againſt the 

Laws 


C8 ) 

Laws of Heaven; that ſhe has a 
protection from the Laws of Man 
againſt his injuſtice; that ſhe is no 
longer liable to be purchaſed of her 
Father for money; that ſhe has an 
equal claim to the obedience of 


her children; that the diſunion of 
the marriage: contract is a matter of 


diſgrace and difficulty“; that ſhe 


2 
1s 
*The frequency of divorce in theſe times 
may be ſuppoſed, by ſome, to militate againſt 


this aſſertion ; but when it is conſidered that 
the deciſion of the Spiritual Court, in the 


|  bufineſs of divorce, muſt be confirmed by the 


expreſs and ſucceſſive conſent of the Three 


Branches of the Legiſlature, who cannot be 
ſuppoſed to grant it but after repeated exami- 
nations, and the fulleſt conviction,. this ob- 
jection muſt ſink into nothing. Beſides, if I 


have not been miſinformed, the application 


for a divorce has, in more than one inſtance, 
been not only unſucceſsful, but treated with a 
juſtindignation by Parliament, when it appear- 
ed and the Parties had been guilty of purpoſed 

infdelities 
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is gable of poſſeſſing property, and 


can claim the right of inheritance *; 
that ſhe poſſeſſes a political exiſtence, 
and is admitted, in the utmoſt ex- 
tent, to the character of a rational 
Being; that for theſe, and every 
other privilege a Woman now, poſ- 


ſeſſes, and an emancipation from the 


infidelities in order to effect it. As to the 
diſgrace attendant upon a divorce, though it 
may not be ſo marked, or ſo general as it 
ought to be in a Chriſtian Country, it muſt, 
nevertheleſs, be followed with painful morti- 
fications to any woman who has been guilty 
of the crime, without the moſt glaring and 


public proofs of which a final disjunction of 


the marriage- union cannot be obtained. 
The Saligue Law, which prev ails in ſome 
Countries to the excluſion of Females from 


ſucceeding to the Crown, was not founded in 


any ſuppoſed inability in the Sex to undertake 


the charge of imperial government, but to 


prevent the power of the Throne from being 


controuled by foreign influence, with which 
it might be endangered, if a Queen ſhould 


marry a Hanger to N heirs to it. 
—_ flavery 
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ſlavery, proftitution, and other de- 
| grading circumſtances to which ſhe 
has been heretofore ſubje&,—ſhe 
ſtands indebred to the CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION. 1 8 
I truſt, Madam, that it would be 
| needleſs to point out to Your Grace, 
the neceſſity of a grateful return for 
all theſe advantages. 1 doubt not 
but you feel the warmeſt emotions 
of gratitude; nor need I, ſurely, 
urge you to promote a Religion, to 
which your ſex owes ſo much, by a 
ſincere and continued example of 
obedience to its precepts; and to uſe 
your immediate influence on ſuch of 
the other ſex, over whom you may be 
ſuppoſed conſiſtently toexertit,tocon- 


firm them 1 in, or recal them to the be- 
D lief 


C6 


lief of its ſacred character, and the 
practice of its duties. 


The female Influence which, in 


theſe days, is ſo much encreaſed, and 


is exerted under ſuch high authority, 


ſeems, when rightly employed, to be 
eſſential to the happineſs and honour 


of Society ; and the particular energy 
which has been given to it by the 


_ Chriſtian Religion, implies, that its 
chief object ſhould be to promote 


the Chriſtian doctrines. In its full 


extent and right application, 1t 1s 


evidently of celeſtial origin, and,. 
therefore, muſt be intended for the 


| pen of Mankind. 


To be 3 as he immediate 
and principal inſtrument of Heaven 


1 
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in \ anſwering ſo great a deſign, as ah 
extending a Religion inſpired 1 
itſelf, is an office of the higheſt ex- 

altation. To uſe, therefore, this 

legitimate and approved influence 
to any other purpoſe but the good of 
thoſe over whom it is exerted, muſt 1 
be a crime of the higheſt nature; 1 


IS 


it is no leſs than to convert the- 5 


wn; 


means of Heaven's mercy into en- 8 
gines of deſtruction zit is diſturb- _ 9 
ing, in ſome ſort, the ſyſtem of In- | 
finite Wiſdom. Beſides, as in the. 
various duties required by this Re- Mi 
ligion, temporal happineſs is annex- 
ed to eternal rewards, every vocation 
of life muſt be fulfilled with greater 
propriety and honour by a man 
of Chriftian piety, than by thoſe 


| whoſe only ſecurity to the State, and 
DQ LS to 


(36 ) 
to their neighbour, is ſome baſe prin- 
ciple of ſelf-intereſt, or the apprehen- 
ſion of legal puniſhment. So that if a 


Woman would wiſh to aſcertain any 


ſolid happineſs in the marriage-ſtate; 
if ſhe is anxious to ſecure to herſelf 


the unalienable affections of her huſ- 


band, the willing duty of her chil- 
dren, the ſincere regard of her 


friends, the honeſt veneration of her 


dependants and inferiors, and the 


reſpe& even of the vicious and aban- 


doned, ſhe ſhould be a Chriſtian ;. 
and-exert her influence to give the 


ſame honourable character to her 
huſband, her children, her friends, 
and her dependants. This would 
not only be the ſource of unſpeak- 


able domeſtic felicity, but of public 


lives, 


honour, The State wherein ſhe 
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W if they mould be called to its 
ſervice, will be indebted to her in- 
fluence for who are ſo likely 
to ſerve it with effect as thoſe men 
who act from principles produced 


or confirmed by the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion ; men who will not be led 
away by any temptation; whom 
bribes cannot purchaſe, and whom 
nothing can awe but the fear of do- 
ing wrong? If the inferior, but not 
leſs uſeful offices of life ſhould be 
their lot, Society will be equally in- 
debted to her for honeſt and 1 


trious members. 


It may, perhaps, be obſerved, that 


women, from their education and 


tender frame, are not qualified to 
interfere in many of the concerns of 
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men. T his may, ſtrictly rn 


be the caſe: and yet there does not 
appear to be any ſituation in which a 


man can be placed, wherein the in- 
fluence of female virtue and affection 
may not reach him, and do him 
good. — Did the Wives and Mothers 
of ancient Sparta put on the caſque | 


and unſheath the ſword when its 


Heroes . prepared for battle No: 


they neglected not their domeſtic 
cares; they remained to ply the wool 


and the diſtaff; nevertheleſs, they 
did not fail to exhort their huſbands 


and their children to defy danger, 


bloodſhed, and death, in defence of 
their Country. Nor were theſe ex- 
hortations vain; they ennobled the 
principles of Honour, and elevated 


the love of Glory. 


To 


( 39 ) 
Toexerciſe a right and a virtuous in- 
fluence over thoſe who are the objects 
of her regard and affection, it is by no 
means neceſſary that a woman ſhould 
ſtep forth from that temperate but 

tender dignity which improved So- 
ciety has annexed to her character. 
To encourage a ſenſe of a ſuper- 
intending Providence, and the fa- 
vour of Heaven; the honour, the 
wiſdom, and the pleaſure of Juſtice z 
to forgive deviations from what is 
right with kindneſs; to promote 
every rational pleaſure ; to conſole 
in affliction, and'to ſhare diſappoint- 
ment; theſe are the means which the 
Chriſtian Woman will employ to 
extend her power. If misfortune 
ſhould threaten; if proſperity ſhould 
totter, and a fond but irreſolute 
. My hut- 


i CO? 
huſband ſhould liſten to the tempta- 


tion of preſerving himſelf, and what | 


is moſt dear to him, from adverſity. 
with the loſs of his honour; then will 
the Chriſtian Wife ſtep forth, en- 
courage his drooping ſpirits; aſſure 
him that ſhe is ready to attend with 
love, affection and contentment, to 
any lot of life; that the ſplendors 
he leaves behind are but duſt in the 
balance, compared with his virtue; 
that his virtue alone will ennoble 
any condition, and gild the blackeſt 
eavern of Adverſity. She will hold 
forth, for his imitation, the anima- 
ting picture of thoſe men, of whom 
the World was not worthy; who, 
amid pains and tortures, torſook 
not their integrity. She will urge 
him to Winde every thing on earth 


0 
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to the ſmiles of his conſeience, and 


the approbation of Heaven. Such 
incitements would not only be ſuffi- 
cient to confirm a wavering virtue; 


they would almoſt awaken Inſenſi- 
bility itſelf to the deſire of _— | 


dom. 


It is no uncommon thing, in theſe 


times, to ſee an amiable Character 
deluded to his ruin by the arts of 


deſigning Women. How many ex- 
amples might be produced of the 
fatal power of Female blandiſh. 


ments ; and how many inſtances are 
there of men, who have been redu- 


ced by them from every thing that is 
great and noble? Nay, what num- 


bers are there, who, at the ſame un- 
propitious altar, are deine ſacrificing 
For. 


(4) 

F ortune, F ame, Family, F riends, and 
every thing that gives value to life, 

or honour to Human Nature! 


The ſame power, Hel aided | by | 
- Virtue and Religion, might, ſurely, 
with equal ſucceſs and certainty re- 
ſtrain the Paſſions of impetuous 
Youth, ſecure their honour, and 
lead them to happineſs: nor are 
theſe degenerate days without 
examples of Men preſerved from 
ruin, diſgrace, and miſery; by the 
wiſe and vigilant conduct of their 
Wives, their Mothers, and other fe- 
male relations. Theſe examples, 
perhaps, are not ſo many as an hu- 
mane perſon might wiſh; yet they 
are ſufficient to prove the certain 
conſequence, if Beauty, and the win- 

ning 


G 46 / 
ning graces of the female mind were 
firmly enliſted on the ſide of Religi- 
on. One amiable woman, ſays a di- 
ſtinguiſhed French writer, makes 

more proſelytes to Philoſophy and 


Letters, when ſhe loves them with 


diſcernment, than all the Profeſſors 


in the world; and Religion, without 
any diſparagement to the zeal and 
ability of its teachers, would expe- 
rience a very diſtinguiſhed advance- 
ment, when ſupported by F emale 1 in- 


fluence and example. 


The Preacher, confined to ſtated 


ſeaſons and a certain mode of inſtruc- 


tion, however gifted he may be with 
Knowledge and Eloquence, the 
power of reaſoning and the art of 
perſuading, will oftentimes exert his 
talents 
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( 
talents in vain: But when the zeal 
of Piety i is added to the charms of 


Beauty, the ſoftneſs of Female Man- 


ners, and the tenderneſs of F emale 
Aﬀection, the rigours and auſteri- 
ties of Religion will appear as plea- 
ſing duties; and he muſt be depra- 
ved and dull as the deaf Adder of 
the Pſalmiſt, who can refuſe to liſten 
to the voice of the Charmer who 
charms ſo wiſely . 


But, alas! al the reflection 
grieves me as I write, there are Wo- 


* Chriſtianity ranks Women among its firſt 


profeſſors, in this and other European Coun- 
tries; — and in the narratives of the laborious 


propagators of the Goſpel under the Romiſh 
Church, very honourable mention is made of 
the zeal and influence of their Female Con- 


verts, and the certain ſucceſs which attended 
it, even in thoſe ſavage nations where to be 
a woman was to be 0 ſlave. 


the : 


ts) 


men who are ſo inſenlible to the 
good they have received from the 
promulgation of Chriſtianity, that 


they not only neglect, but openly de- 


ride its duties: : while others, who 


affect thought and reflection upon 


the matter, vainly think to ſecure to 


themſelves the reputation of ſcience 
and ability, in adopting and endea- 
vouring to ſupport the arguments of 
unbelievers againſt it: thus abu- 
ſing the very freedom and improve- 
ments they owe to the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, in expoſing its precepts and 


doubting its authority. There are, 
I fear, ſuch monſters in the world; 
excuſe, Madam, the harſhneſs of the 
name, — But a Female Deiſt is a Mon- 
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A Woman without religion, is an 
object of diſguſt and contempt even 
to thoſe of the other Sex who the 
moſt affe& to deſpiſe it; and tho' 
there are Villains who, in order to 
betray Female Innocence, will en- 
deavour to rob it of thoſe ſentiments 
and principles which are its beſt 


defence, yet they would tremble at 


the idea of educating their Daugh- 
ters without that Religion and ſenſe 
of Virtue, which they have often 
Found to be the only inſurmountable 
difficulty to the accompliſhment of 
their own luſtful deſires. The Wo- 
man who ſhould profeſſedly educate 


| her Daughters without Religion, 


would-be an object of general deteſ- 


tation; and the young perſons of the 


Tame ſex, who ſhould avow their in- 


fidelity, 


Ca) 


fidelity, would ſeldom be ſolicited 


to the honour of Marriage, but be 
conſidered as an ealy prey to illegiti- 
mate paſſion. 


The fear of public cenſure, the 
regard of friends, the value of repu- 
tation will, without doubt, main- 
tain a conſiderable influence over 
Female Virtue; but if they are not 


ſupported by principles of Religion, 
and that rooted ſenſe of right and 


wrong which aceompanies it, they 
will not, oftentimes, be able to with- 


ſtand the arts and enticements of 
the betrayer. Religion is the only 


effectual preſervative of youth, beau- 


ty and innocence, from the diſaſtrous 


fate of rn to the ſeductions of 


when 


—Icalli it Diſaſtrous; — for 
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(a) 
when a Woman is known to have 
loſt her chaſtity, there ſeems to be no 
human reſource. 


In vain, with tears, her loſs ſhe may deplore, 


In vain look back to what ſhe was before ; 
She ſets like ſtars that fall to riſe no more. 


From the harſh and uncharitable 


opinion of the World, thereis no ap- 
peal but to Heaven; and, amid de- 


jection and remorſe, the ruined Fair- 


one ſcarce dares to lift her eyes to 
the Being ſne has offended. Or, 
ſhould ſhe be, in ſome degree, awa- 
kened to her wretched ſituation, 
ſome flattering phantom of pleaſure, 


ſome fallacious hope may, by its 


gaudy deluſions, too eaſily tempt her 
aſide from the thorny paths of con- 


trition 


5 ( 49 ) 

trition and penitence; and where 
theſe are left behind, deſpair fre- 
_ quently ſucceeds, or that abandoned 
ſtate of proſtitution which is too 
ſhocking ey even for reflection. 5 


I have dwelt the Enger upon 
this fad picture of female miſery, to 
impreſs with more power the' ne- | 
ceſſity of a religious conduct in per- 
ſons of high ſtation, whoſe example 
would be ſo propitious to virtue and 
good manners: and ſurely, if there | 
is a ſtate of exaltation in this World 
ſuperior to every other, it is where 5 
eminent ſtation is graced with emi- . 


nent virtue. Such a character, i: I 
dam, may be yours | — Haſte then to 
attain it, and ſhine forth i in all the 

radiance of Chriſtian Virtue!—The 
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Meteors of Faſhion give but a 1 YL 


ſiug ray; they, originate, in vanity, - 
glitter but for a moment. and are 


ſeen, no moge 


11 8 12 


It may, indeed, wn be chat, 
while] lament the want of virtuous 


examples among the Great, I paſs by 
the very exalted ſtation, where it 


may be found; and that I have for- , 


got, 1 in the language of a learned and 
venerable Prelate, that in this 


Kingdom the beſt example 7s in the 
 finſt place. I molt ſincerely agree 
with the aſſertion of the Right Re- 
verend Divine, and rejoice in it ;— 


But Majeſty i is, Perhaps, at too great 6 


5 The Biſhop of Lischield and Coventry, 
in his excellent Sermon before the Houſe of 
Lords, on the r Faſt i in 17 ˙5 Bo 
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a $fthhce'ts communicate its N | 
ence to the private concerns and — 


moral conduct of ordinary life; | 


or the miſts which ſurround it may 


obftru& its beams. — The vices of 
Courtiers will obſture the virtues of 
the Monarch; while ſtate- neceſſity, 

thit foe to Royal goodneſs, may 

prevent a good and Chriſtian King f 
from cleanſing his palace of the ver- 
min which infeſt it. He may be a 
bright example of conjugal fidelity, 
while the Man in whoſe wiſdom he 
confides, and on whom he beſtows his 
honours, may be notorious for the ; 
violation of iK. hgeſides, a Court e 
which affects ſameneſs rather than | 


variety of appearance, will check ra- 
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ther than encourage within: its own. 
limits the excels of F alhion; And So- 
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vereigns who hurry, as it were, from 


the pomp of Royalty to the tran- 
quil pleaſures of Domeſtic Life, are 
ſeldom eonſidered as objects for imi- 
tation, how well ſoever they may de- 
ſerve it. They are not often ſeen, 


but when ſurrounded with the pomp 
of Majeſty. The external ſplendor 


attracts all attention from the Cha- 


racter of the Individual; fo that the 
exertions of Private Virtue, and the 


conſtant attentions to the duties of 


Domeſtic Life—the Father, the 


Huſband, and the Maſter; the Mo- 


ther, the Wife, and the Miſtreſs, are 


loſt in the retirement of the Palace.— 
The ſtate of the Sovereign is ſeen 
by all, but the virtue of the Indivi- 


dual is known only by report. I 
wiſh, with the utmoſt fincerity, that 


the 


(53 


the private life of our Sovereign and 
his Royal Conſort was imitated by 
all their ſ ubjects.— There would not 
then be a Faithleſs Huſband, an Un- 
dutiful Wife, or a Careleſs Parent, 
in the whole Britiſh Dominions. 


It does not appear, that rank and 


eminence of ſtation alone, are ſuffi- 
client to introduce any particular 


mode of appearance or conduct. 


Perhaps, there muſt be ſomething of 


ſingularity in the faſhion, or a cer- 


tain kind of animated folly in the 
perſon who adopts it, in order to 
give It a popular acceptation. Our 
moſt gracious and amiable Queen, 
both by her own example, and, as I 
have been informed, by her frequent 
declarations, endeavoured to baniſh 


Eg -: 
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the uſe of bs from among the 


young perſons who attended the 


Court, and could hardly be gratified 


in the appearance of her own Maids 
of Honour while Tour Grace, 


by the ſingular manner in which yqu 


adorned your perſon, not only pla- 
ced an exorbitant plume upon the 


heads of all who frequent the polite 


places of public reſort, but gave 
the ſame decoration to every unhap- 
py Female who patroles the purlieus 
of Proſtitution. If the influence of 
"Your Grace's virtues and future 
prudence ſhould be as extenſive: as 
. your late diſplay of faſhionable le- 
vities, the formation of a Coterie 
would be an Herculean labour, — 
and the Magdalen will become an 
uſeleſs eſtabliſhment, 
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This « deviation from my partieu- 


lar ſubject demands Your Grace's 
excuſe; but as I am not writing a 
preciſe and regular treatiſe, and only 


» r 


offering ſome general ideas to your 
| conſideration, I thought It would' be 


better to anſwer any probable objec- 
"4 


tion at the very place, where it was 
. moſt natural to ſuppoſe 1 it would, be 


made. J muſt now, therefore, i intreat 


the favour of you to continue your : 


* 
attention to what ! ſhall urge upon 


the due exertion of that F emale In- 


fluence, which, doubt not, has been 


fully proved to the ſatisfaction of 


Your Grace and every other Wo- 


man who nay peruſe theſe pages. 


There i is no ſentiment to whichs an 


es. * 


amiable mind is fo eaſily awaken- 
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the natural wiſh of all who deſerve 
the latter. How much every Wo- 
man, in a Chriſtian Country, is in- 


much, in a particular manner, Your 


(55) 


ed, as that of Gratitude ; nor any 


duties more ſatisfactory to fulfil, 
than thoſe which ſpring from it. 
To return kindneſs to thoſe from 


whom we have received favour, is 


debted to the Chriſtian Religion, 1 
have already examined; and how 


Grace is bound to be grateful to it, 
who, from your exalted ſtation, 


and the country wherein you live, 


it has communicated to your Sex, I 


muſt be truly ſenſible of the benefits 


leave to your underſtanding, Ma- 


dam, to determine: and if you con- 


ſult it for a moment, I am ſure it will 


tell you that, in becoming a Chriſ- 


tian 
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tian in deed as well as name, and 
exerting your influence to promote a 


Chriſtian ſpirit and conduct in 


others, you will do no more than 
what Gratirude demands. In the 

common offices of life, in the com- 
munications of ordinary friend- 
ſhips, I doubt not but you make due 


returns to any kindneſs beſtowed 


upon you; and that offers of com- 
mon ſervice are not unnoticed or for- 
gotten by you. If, therefore, in 
matters which, perhaps, may only 


relate to the enjoyment or vanity 
of the preſent hour, you have been 


accuſtomed to feel a paſſing kind of 
obligation ;---I truſt, Madam, ſuch 


invaluable privileges and bleſſings 


as I have pointed out to you, will 


call forth a lively, active, and con- 


tinued 
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neſs; nay, they. are often traitors 
to thoſe who poſſeſs them, and be- 
come the principal abettors of their 


22 > 


miſery and diſgrace.” You, Madam 
are but young !—You have . þ 


L303: 3: 
as ir were, but a few ſteps in the 
| career of Life; "nevertheleſs, tho? 


Fortune has been laviſh in ier 


up 
bounties t to you, and Pleaſure ſtrew- 


bk — 3 i | 


- ed her roſes wherever you treag 


Von ve known. your diſtreſs ;— 
—_— = 


099 _ = 
Sotrow han 1: perched upon wor 
I Toilette z that Altar of Vanity has 
1 received the tribute of your tears. 
1 HFappineſs is of a ſolid nature; the 
pPleaſures and yanities of the World 
| Will not ſupport it: it is of celeſtial 
origin, and is diſcovered to the In- | 
habitants, of this World, to make (| 
them eager to purſue their way too a 
better, where it may be poſſeſſed-in_ 
fullneſs, and for ever. The per- 
fection of happineſs belongs not to 
this tranſitory ſtate. Mortals are 
capable of conceiving its exiſtence, 
and of enjoying thoſe rays of real 
pleaſure with which the Mercy. of 
Heaven illuminates the dark, ſcene g 
.of Life; but without Religion theſe = 
cannot be but faintly known; and | 
wh Religion Wel afford, amid che 
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ſorrows and pains of a mortal ex- | 
iſtence, a kind of inſight A | 
mortal glory. In ſickneſs, in ſor- 
row, or in death, will Rank or 

_ Riches ſupport you? When Diſeaſe 

is preying upon your frame, will 

the conſciouſneſs that you are a 
Dutcheſs relieve your pain ; or will | 
the medicine be leſs bitter becauſe | ; 
it is preſented to you in a cup of / 
gold ? No, Madam, theſe will avail 
you not; but Religion would afford 
you patience, and make you reſign- 
ed; while the conſciouſneſs of being 
a Chriftian would give you that 
fortitude which a reflection on Ho- 
nours and Titles ſerves but to 
diminiſh. If friends ſhould prove 
falſe, if the ingratitude of thoſe 
whom you have foſtered ſhould turn 

on upon 1 
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upon you, if malice ſhould inſult 
your happineſs, where will be the 
ſhield to protect you againſt them? 
Your exalted ſtation will not ſecure 
you; nay, it is that, perhaps, 
which expoſes you the more to their 
aſſaults.—Riches will not afford 


relief; they have already purchaſed 


you falſe friends and baſe ingrati- 
tude ; but Religion, which produces 
a rectitude of thought and action, 
will ſupport the conſciouſneſs of it 
againſt all human power, and bear 
its votaries ſafe through the ſtormy 
wind and tempeſt which aſſails the 
Palace as well as the Cottage. From 
Death, the common lot of all, no- 


thing can preſerve you; but Religion 


can leſſen the terrors of its approach, 


and 
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and baniſn the fears of an Hereafter, 5 
__—_— to you! the rewards of it. 


* 115 


But you": Jive not br: Tt; 


there is another Sex to whom theſe - 
important truths may be equally © 
applied, and over whom you have a 
very powerful and acknowledged 
influence. To exert it, therefore, 
in;gonveying the happy convictions 
of your breaſts to theirs, in —_— ” 
them ſenſible of the benefits, the ho- 
nogrs, the happineſs of Religion, and 


in giſcovering to them, that, among 
its, other ineſtimable ar 


- they, owe your tenderneſs, . affection. 


conſtancy, and virtue to that ſourcs... 


of & good, will be fulfilling the ends 


of Providence in giving you that 


„n 18 


inffuence over them. 
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Inſtead of unfolding your charts 


to catch the gaze of a curious multi- 


tude; or as traps for the flattery and 


admiration of the idle and diſſipatedꝰ 


Men of F aſhion Which ſurro und you 2 


inſtead of reſting your conſequence 
on that Beauty whole duration will 


be lo ſhort, uſe. the winning graces 


which are yours, to give Virtue its 


moſt lovely appearance; employ; 
your attractive powers to make Re- 


2 4 


ligion charm the yes of all ho- 
| Know you; and by ſuch exertions, 
ſecure that admiration which Will 


lat through life, make you beloved, 


when Beauty can charm no more, 


and extend your example to the 


applauſe and imitation of diſtant 
Times, when your fine form thall | 


be ; ouldered into hs 


"Women 
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Women who act in conformity 
to this rule of conduct, will fulfil 


of their Creation. They will ſecure 
Happineſs and Honour to them 


ſelves; and, while they offer a general ; 


good example to the World; will be 


the means of making thoſe men 


happy and honourable to whom they 
may be related by the ties of kindred, 
birth, the union of marriage, or the - 


more diftant connections of Civil 
Life; confirming their good prin- 


ciples and reſolutions, ſwaying their 
doubtful opinions to what is right, 
or recalling them from the error of 


their way by ſuch attentions, Kind- 


neſs and argument, as Vice itſelf 
cannot reſiſt. The State where- 
in vey live will be grateful to ſuch 
Women 
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1 
Women, who thus promote a better 
ſecurity for Virtue among its Citi- 


zens, than all the commands of 
law, or terrors of puniſhment. 
Thus, Madam, your Sex, without 
_ entering into the laborious taſk of 
Society and Government, which are 
better adapted to the frame and cha- 
racter of Men, may, however, be 
extenſively uſeful in every depart- 
ment of it. They may enforce 
the induſtry of the Labourer, 

_ quicken the genius of the Artiſt, 
and diſpoſe the Trader to honeſt 

dealing; while, in the higher ſphere 


of influence, they may aid the inte- 


grity of the Miniſtry, direct the zeal 
of the Patriot, and, while they 
enliven the eloquenceof the Preacher, 
be the examples of his precepts. 
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This elevation ſo far exceeds: both 


in real conſequence and happineſs, 


what the moſt laviſh bounty of Mo- 


narchs can beſtow, that it has been 
a matter of frequent aſtoniſhment to 


me, that vanity and the love of ſu- 
periority, which take ſo many un- 


avalling means to procure their ends, 
have not ſometimes ventured upon 
this, where they would moſt effec- 


tually obtain them. 


It is not uncommon for young 


and thoughtleſs perſons, who arc 
eager atter pleaſure, and liſten alone 


to the ſuggeſtion of their paſſions 
in the purſuit of it, to conſider Re- 


ligion as an enemy to delight and 


ſatisfaction, becauſe it is diſpoſed to 


check their intemperance, and reftrain 


their 
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their exceſſes. Your Grace may, 


perhaps, in the hurry of faſhionable 
Life, have already forgotten the rudi- 
ments of your Nurſery and the in{truc- 


tions of your Mother, and conſider 
religious counſels as impertinent and 


uſeleſs. I will endeavour to recall 


them to your remembrance. 


Permit me then to inform you, 


Madam, that Religion 1s a lively, 
chearful, active principle, the foe of 
gloom and diſcontent ; the ſource 
of every plealing, amiable, and ten- 


der ſentiment; the ſpring of every 


virtue; that thinks of nothing leſs 


than to forbid pleaſure; on the con- 
trary, it commands the purſuit of it, 
and only oppoſes that exceſs and 


immoderate attachment to it, which 


F 2 ends 
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ends in certain diſappointment and 
bitter repentance. Religion does 
not forbid the uſe, but the abuſe of 
what this World affords. As it re- 
lates to the form and conſtruction 
of Human Society, it is entirely free 
from that levelling principle which 
ſets itſelf againſt, and would wiſh 
to deſtroy the different ranks and 
ſtations of life; tho? it forbids pride 
in the great, and envy in the little. 
Neither does it deny a becoming 
attention to external appearance : 
It would not ſnatch the Sceptre from 
the King g. the Lawn from the Prelate, 
or the 3 from the Judge :---- : 
It would not take the Coronet from 
your Coach, or the Diamond from 
your Neck—where Virtue is, theſe 
are moſt virtuous—but it commands 


vou 


{ iy ? 


you to conſider them according to 


their real value, merely as the exter · 


nal trappings of rank and ſtation, and 
connected with thoſe forms of life 


which are neceſſary to the good 


order of well- regulated Society. 
Nor is Religion an enemy to amuſe- 


ment or recreation; nay, ſne encou- 
rages a diſpoſition to purſue, and a 


reliſh to enjoy them; but they muſt 
be ſuch as give chearfulneſs to Vir- 


tue, enliven Wiſdom, and fortify the 


mind againſt any temptation from 


the guilty joys of Intemperance.— 
Believe me, Madam, Piety and Plea- 
ſure are ſo far from being enemies 


to each other, that, on the contrary, 


they are the firmeſt friends, and 


poſſeſs inſeparable intereſts. Re- 


ligion does not enjoin her votaries 
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to hide themſelves in the ſecret re- 


ceſſes of retirement: It is for her 
intereſt that they ſhould be ſeen; 
her advancement owes its encreaſe to 
that public - diſplay of Chriſtian 
virtues, which covers Vice with 
ſhame, and drives the monſter to its. 
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The 1 Benlivoglio, ſpeaking 
of the Princeſs Clara-Eugenia- Iſa- 
bella of Spain, makes the following 
obſervation To look upon the 


piety of her Court, her Palace might 


be taken for a Monaſtery; on hs 
other hand, to conſider its pomp and 


maenificence, it muſt be univer- 


tally acknowledged to be the moſt 


2grecable and ſplendid Court in the 
World. And tho' ſhe gave a due ſhare 
of 


PREY 


r 


a, 


of Men. 
to be every one's friend; to be the 


5 


of her time to the practice of religious 
duties and the exerciſe of Chriſtian 


virtue, ſhe did not refrain from her 


recreations, among which, that of 
the chace was frequently enjoyed. 


She did not think them inconſiſtent 


with her character as a Woman or 
a Chriſtian, if ſhe did not diſparage 
them with folly or extravagances. 


True Devotion, Madam, 1s the 


friend fof Chearfulneſs. Innocence 


never loſes ſight of pleaſure; and to 
obtain the favour of God, is not to 
abandon, but to ſecure the favour 


affectionate Wife, the tender Mo- 
ther, the kind Neighbour, the good 


Miſtreſs; to commit no injuries her- 
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To be no one's enemy; 
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ſelf, and to forgive them when com- 
mitted by others; to relieve thoſe 


who are in want; to ſeek out modeſt 
Merit and reward it; to encourage 
Induſtry and Virtue in her depen- 


dants, by diſpoſing of her bounties 
according to the merit of thoſe who 
may be the object of them; to 


mingle with the World, but not with _ 
the follies of it; to bear with her into 


the croud, where her rank and con- 
nections will ſometimes compel her 


to go, a ſimplicity of character which 
charms thoſe who affect to deſpiſe 


it, while it ſilences the tongue of Flat- 
tery, and damps the purpoſe of cor- 
ruption ; to obſerve that external 


appearance belonging to ſtation, 
which the eſtabliſned cuſtoms of the 


times demand, and to which ſome 
attention 


cn) 


attention may be due; but to pieſtr 


the enjoyment of Nature and of 
Virtue, in the tender ſociety of her 


Family and Friends, to all the ſplen- 


dor and gaiety of the World: — This 
is a juſt picture of that conduct 
which diſtinguiſhes a religious per- 


ſon of rank and fortune: And 


may the time be near at hand, when 


I ould not be thought a flatterer 


in applying it to 8 1 


Tour Grace will he pleaſed to ob- 


ſerve, that this is not a melancholy _ 
: repreſentation of human duty; Icould 
contraſt it with a deſcription of what 
is called human pleaſure, Which 
you would, I beheve, acknowledge 


to be a far more ſolemn ſubject of 


conſideration. I could compare the 
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Envy, Jealoufy, Extravagance, Diſ- 


ſipation, Loſs of Health, &c. to ſay 


no worſe, which fo frequently attend 


the latter, with the Serenity, Con- 
tentment, heartfelt Satisfaction, laſt- 
ing Pleaſure, and, I will add, the 
tender, virtuous Sorrows of the 
former. Beſides, Madam, the prac- 


tice of it will not require the atten- 


tion, trouble, or pain, which that 
Woman muſt exerciſe and under- 
go, who looks to the pleaſures of the 
World for happineſs, and reſts her 
importance upon the admiration of 
the Crowd. 


If the ſpirit of Chriſtianity was to 
poſſeſs an univerſal influence among 


Women, there would be no intereſt- 


ed marriages ; the cducation of the 


fairer 


x* 5+ 
fairer Sex would take a new turn; | 
and the inſtilling right and laſting |} 
principles of Religion into their ten- 
5 der minds, would be preferred to the 
acquiſition of a foreign Tongue, or 

the faſhionable communications of a | 
foreign Governeſs. Families would | 
not then be ruined by extravagance; | 
and the portions of children would | 
: not be ſeized to pay the gaming- _ | 


debts of their parents. In ſhort, all | 
the petty competitions, the violence 
of ſcandal, and the ſpirit of Coquet- 
ry, which mark theſe times in ſuch 
conſpicuous colours, would no longer 
diſgrace them. Indeed it may be | 
urged, and with too great reaſon, 
that ſuch a reformation as I have | 


Juit deſcribed can be alone produced 
buy a Meſſenger from Heaven. — This, 


Madam, 
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Madam, I acknowledge ;—for Reli- 


gion alone can effect it, and She 
comes from thence: She is the off- 


ſpring and the embaſſador of the 
Sky, who pleads the cauſe of Hea- 
ven againſt the World, and would 
lead her votaries from tranſitory 


and uncertain pleaſures to a celeſ- 
tial inheritance. 


Me certainly live in times of uni- 


verſal depravity; nevertheleſs, I can- 
not be perſuaded, but the good ex- 


ample of perſons in the enen ſta- 


tions would check the evil; and 


though they might not be able at 


once to ſtop the current of folly, 
they would leſſen its force and 8 


its inundations:— They would, 


proportion to their number and in- 


fl uence, 


(27 ) 


uence, approach to that picture of 


happy ſociety which I have _ de- 


; ſcribed *, w— 


F may 


. Pew people are qualified to make a juſt 


eompariſon between the times wherein they 


live, and thoſe which preceded them ;—I am 


not one of the number; nevertheleſs, I ſhall 


indulge myſelf in offering a few obſervations 
upon the ſubject.— Former times were not 
without their wickedneſs; the human paſ- 


ſions have ever been intemperate, and Vice, 


in a greater or leſs degree, has never ceaſed to 
take a great ſhare in the conduct of Mankind :. 
but, from what I have heard and read, our 
forefathers ſeem at leaſt to have been ſenſible of 
ſhame. In their days, the deed of darkneſs 


was done in darkneſs, and, in the language 
of Scripture, Men ſhunned the light when 


their deeds were evil ; and whatever might be 


committed in ſecret, the general conduct of 


Mankind was graced with a propriety and de- 


corum, which proves that a ſenſe of what is 


xight was not then forgotten. A ſhame- 


leſs, daring effrontery, a careleſſneſs of repu- 


tation, an inattention to the good opinion 


of the World, with an open and avowed proſ- 
titution of real honour, are the notorious and 


very 
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I may venture, I believe, to aſſert, 
without being guilty of any miſre- 
Preſen- 


very reproachful charaQeriſticks of the pre- 


ſent age. And as a great addition to the ca- 
lamity, the Female part of Society is greatly 
involved in this deſcription : Nay, as I write, 
the names of many Women in high rank in- 
trude upon my recollection, who would, I 
fear, be glaring and acknowledged proofs of 


the foregoing aſſertions.— That Women have 


been always chaſte and always faithful, I do 
not declare; but that they ſhould conſider a 
breach of chaſtity as a weakneſs rather than a 
crime; or that, inſtead of throwing a veil over 


a falſe ſtep, they ſhould rather wiſh to expoſe 


It as a matter of pride, and a proof of their 
charms, is a refinement peculiar, at leaſt 1 in 
this nation, to this . 


From the knowledge 1 have of the WW orld, 


1 mould not, ee, be greatly aſtontſhed, 


in an age of ſo much luxury a and ſeduction as 
the preſent, if the careleſsneſs, indifference, 
and depravity of an Huſband ſhould occaſion 
po infidelity of a Wife ; —but when I ſee her 

vail herfeif of his vices and diſpoſitions to vi- 
ol ate the moſt ſacred ties of ſocial life in the 


face of the World, and derive a vanity from 


iuch a conduct; —in ſpite of daily experience, 
1 ſeal 


_ 1 
CCC 


n 
preſentation, that Your Grace took a 


pride in creating and ſanctifying ri- 


diculous faſhions, May I alk, Ma- 


I feel aſtoniſhment, and my pity for numan 


weakneſs is changed into horror at human 


depravity. 
The frequent divorces which have happen- 


ed, even in my remembrance, give a ſtrong 
confirmation of what I have already ſuggeſt- 


ed. The legal diſunion of marriage was an 
event of which a long courſe of years furniſh- 
ed but few Examples, till the divorce and 


ſubſequent marriage of a Lady in one of the 


highett ranks of life. —Since that time, theſe 
proceedings have multiplied in ſuch a manner 
as can only be accounted for by that hold de- 
fiance of public opinion, and diſregard of 
character, which I have already mer, 
However, the Noble Lady to whom this 
little volume is addreiled, is as yet at a great 


diſtance from any part of the above deſcrip- 
tion.— May ſhe never approach it! — Tho' 


truth obliges me to obſerve, that among thoſe 


whom ſhe honours with her acquaintance and 


familiarity, there are ſome, I fear, whoſe 
characters continually occurred to me as I was 


writing the foregoing obſervations z—and 


who cannot, therefore, be fit companions for 


any Woman who fears the loſs of reputa- 
tion, and retains the love of virtue. 


dam, 
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dam, concerning the reality of thoſe 


pleaſures which it produced ;---and 


may I continue the queſtion con- 


cerning the mortification which ac- 


companied it ?--- The eager curioſity 
of a gaping crowd does not fo often 


denote applauſe as diſapprobation. 
Where the object poſſeſſes worth and 


dignity, the deſire of ſeeing or con- 
templating it, poſſeſſes all the ſobri- 
ety of reſpect, and is not marked 
with hurry and tumult. 


Youhave hitherto been approached 


either as a Ducheſs, a Beauty, or a 

young perſon of rank and levity, who 
thought ſhe had a right toexhibit her- 
ſelf in any manner ſhe might think 
proper, and to promote any faſhion- 
able amuſements that might ſuit her 
fancy. 
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In the latter capacity, you certainly 


poſſeſs an allowed ſupremacy :--how- 
ever, it is but a ſorry pre-eminence ; 


for little is gained by it, but being 


the adopted parent of every abſurdity 


which Faſhion, fertile in abſurdities, 
adminiſters to your Sex. 


The dignity of ſome Women, ſays 


an eminent Writer, is all artificial. 


It conſiſts in the motions of their 
eyes, the toſs of their heads, a ſtate- 
ly mien, and a ſuperficial wit, which 
is admired, only becauſe it is not ex- 


amined. There is in others an eaſy, 
natural greatneſs, nothing beholden 
to motions, looks or geſture, but 


ſprings from the heart, and is the 


offspring of their noble nature: a 
merit neither noily nor oftentatious, 
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5 
but real and ſolid, which is accom- 
panied with a thouſand virtues, 
whole radiance all their modeſty can- 
not conceal from thoſe who poſſeſs 
the leaft diſcernment. . 


The reſpect, ſuch as it is, Madam, 
which is paid to your title, has no- 
thing to do with you; and as for the 
flatteries which are poured forth, and 


the incenſe which is offered up to 


your perſonal charms, you will ſoon 


diſcover how long they will laſt. 
Believe me, if you would but poſſeſs 


yourſelf of that dignity which pro- 


ceeds from a wiſe, upright, regu- 


lated Chriſtian conduct, -Vou would | 
look back from this real elevation 
upon the moſt delightful moments, 
and the moſt important engage- 


ments 


— — 


4 
ments of your paſt life, as the fretful 


amuſements of your childith days. 


Gold is not the beſt wealth; there is 


a wiſdom which is more valuable than 


the pureſt ore. Titles are not theonly, 
nor the true diſtinctions of honour: 
Virtue alone confers real dignity; ſhe 


ennobles the mind, and, without her, 


the ſounding names of the Great ſerve 


but to make vice and villainy more 
notorious. Permit me toadd, Madam, 
that this is not the only ſtate wherein 


you are to exilt ;---there is another 


World, to which you will be called, 
the happineſs and honours whereof 
will notdepend on your worldly titles, 
your mortal charms, or your preſent 


Hlatterers,--buton your Religious con- 
duct. This, as a Chriſtian Woman, 


V you 
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you muſt know and believe and 


that when you ſhall be examined as 
to your qualifications for future glo- 
ry, no other conſideration will be 


paid to the high ſtation you hold in 


the World, but that which will en- 
hance the difficulties of this day of 


trial. You will be made to anſwer 


for the effects of your example, the 


uſe of your wealth, and the uncom- 


men means of doing good which 


were allotted you ;—while the labo- 
rious Peaſant, who, by his honeſt and 
toilſome Induſtry, paid his annual 
tribute to that treaſury which ſup- 


ported your ſplendor, and who 
brought up his family in the fear of 
God, may find leſs to obſtruct his 


paſſage to eternal happineſs than 
| Your Grace, 


5 


In this addreſs, I have ſu ppoſed 


you, Madam, to retain ſome of thoſe 


excellent principles which were con- 
ſidered as matters of the utmoſt im- 
portance in your education.—1 have 
done you the honour to conclude, 
that however the levity of Youth 


and the deluſions of the World have 
led you aſtray, you would ſhudder at 


the idea of ſhewing an open con- 
tempt of your faith. Whatever 
_ diſregard you may have ſometimes 
diſcovered, in the courſe of your 
high ſpirits, to the ſtrict rules of 


_ prudence, I never heard that you 


had, in the careleſs flights of wit and 


raillery, made a jeſt of Religion. — 
Vanity, miſtaken Vanity, has, I fear, 


| miſled you.—T he deſire of pleaſing 1 


natural to all good minds; but to 
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( 
preſerve it from error, requires a 
continual and ſober regulation. — 


Beauty deccives the perſon who poſ- 


ſeſſes it more than thoſe who are 


moſt dazzled by its charms; it fre- 


quently becomes the more darling 
object of her own idolatry, than of 
her moſt profeſſed admirers; and her 
own flattery is far more dangerous 
than theirs. When your deſire of 
pleaſing diſcovers itſelf in attentions 
to your external appearance, in gid- 
dy vivacity and capricious opinion, 


you teach thoſe who wiſh for your 
eſteem and favour to uſe the ſame 
means to obtain them. Another 
mode of courting, or rather deſerv- 
ing the reſpect of Mankind, would 


give a turn to their conduct, who 


might with to be among your 


friends; 


© IF i 
friends; and many who, at this mo- 
ment, are unambitious of the title, 
would then preſs after it as an honour. 


If Your Grace aims at conſe- , 
quence and importance, be a Chriſ- 


tian, and you will certainly obtain 


them. Acting under ſuch happy 
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principles, you will be the idol of 
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the good, and command an unwilling 
reſped even from the bad. Do you 


| defire power —Be a Chriſtian, and 
you will poſſeſs the moſt delightful 
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_ empire. It will extend over thoſe 


you love, and adminiſter to. their 


_—_— ＋ EI 
8 8 3 
8 


happineſs ;—it will govern the evil 

_ propenſities of human nature, and 
ſecure your own.—Are your withes 
| ever directed to fame and reputa- 
7 tion? — Practiſe the duties of your 
„ ſtation 
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ſtation as 2 Chriſtian, and your name 

will be written in the Book of Life. 
Do you ſigh after pleaſure ?: Tour 
Grace will find it in exerciſing the 


ample power which you poſſeſs of 
doing good. The pleaſures of Reli- 


gion are not like thoſe of the World, 
which depend upon ſuch a variety of 


contingent circumſtances, are pre- 


ceded by ſo much anxiety, enjoyed 


with ſuch a feveriſn pleaſure, and 
followed with ſuch frequent diſſatiſ- 


faction. They are certain, and eve- 


ry paſſing moment brings along with | 


it an opportunity of enjoying them. 
They will depend upon yourſelf 


alone; and if the fortunes of your 


Houſe ſhould totter, they would 
ſtill be yours the ſorrows of Life 
may * but cannot deſtroy 


them; 
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them; human obſtructions cannot 


preclude their final enjoyment ;—no 
lazy interval of Miſery interweaves 
itſelf with them: active and progreſ- 
ſive, they deſtroy that leiſure wherein 
the Imagination never fails to prac- 


riſe 1 its deluſions, and to aid the cor- 


ruption of the mind. 


It is obſerved by a Writer diſtin- 


guiſhed for his juſt opinions of Men 


and Manners, that the concluding 
mark of a corrupt Age is the depra- 


vity of Women; and ſorry am 1 to 
declare, that the times wherein we 
live, ſeem to menace us with this 
ſtigma of Corruption. The num- 
ber of divorces which have lately 


taken place, the many domeſtic 
ſeparations which now exiſt and are 
increq- 
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icreaſing, —the public inattentions 


and indifference which ſo many 


Huſbands and Wives in high lite 


ſhew for each other,—the ſpirit of 
Gallantry which prevails among the 
married, and of Coquetry among the 


unmarried Women,--with many other 


circumſtances of a ſimilar nature, 


force the moſt humane and benevo- 


tent to lament that, unleſs ſome very 


great and ſudden change ſhould take 


place in public manners, Corrup- 
tion will not long want this fatal 
ſign of its conſummation. 


To effect any N of 
Manners in an Age of ſo much 


luxury as this whereia we live, muſt 
be the work of thoſe who are placed 
in ſuch a Pre-eminent tation as is 
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regarded with reſpect by the inferior 


claſſes of People: and for my own 
part, I am fully perſuaded that Your 


Grace might give Vice and Folly a 


very conſiderable check by becoming 


yourſelf an example of Chriſtian Vir- 


tue. The circumſtances which have 


already made you ſo much the object 


of faſhionable imitation, will not fail 


to give you weight and importance 
with your Sex, in whatever path you 
ſould tread, even ſhould it be in fo. 


uniaſnionable a one as that of Re. 


ligion.—I think Your Grace would 


be followed there: for when a perſon 


{ſurrounded as you are with all that 


inconſiderate mortals ſuppoſe can 


procure happineſs, makes all the ſur- 
rounding pleaſures ſubſervient to a 


life of rational piety, ſuch a conduct 


muſt 
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muſt produce a ſtriking conviction 


in favour of Religion and Virtue. 


When aDucheſs of Devonſhire, who 
15 one of the firſt Women in the 


Kingdom in beauty, rank, and 
fortune, and ſo much the object of 


perſonal admiration and perſonal 


imitation, employs all the privileges 
and influence ſhe poſſeſſes to encou- 


rage, promote, and countenance Vir- 


tue; I am firmly perſuaded that 
Virtue muſt thrive under ſuch pro- 
tection, and with ſuch? a ſanction 


as ſhe could afford it; and that 


numbers might be turned to the 
right purſuit of happineſs by her 
example, if her awakened wiſdom 
ſhould direct her to ſeek it in the 
ways of Religion. 
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"> purſuing this courſe, Your 
Grace would, without doubt, be 


_ deſerted by many of thoſe whom 


you have called, and perhaps thought 


your Friends; but if Devonſbire- 


Houſe ſhould become the reſort of 
thoſe perſons of both Sexes who 
are the moſt eminent for their virtues 


if Parents, who are truly anx1ous 


for the welfare of their children, 


ſhould think it a real honour that 
they ſhould be admitted there, as a 
proof, in the opinion of the World, 
of their merit and underſtanding ; 


if beneath your {ſplendid roof loud 
Feſtivity ſhould yield to improving 


amuſements, heart-felt chearfulneſs 


and decent pleaſure, you would 
experience an happineſs you have 


not hitherto known :—it would not 


be 
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be interrupted by the aaligmaric T 


taunts of envious Vice; nor would 
the mortification of a moment paſs 
acroſs your breaſt, tho? the midnight 
flambeaux of Lady C— —, and all 
ſuch as Lady C——, never lego 
upon 7 gates. 


At preſent, fo great is che power 
of external appearance, every man 
who bears the title of a Gentleman, 
who dreſſes well, ſlatters agreeably, 
and underſtands what is called the 
Ton, is qualified to become the 
acquaintance of Your Grace, or 
any other Woman who lives in the 
Circles of Faſhion ; while the vice 
which ſupports his ſplendor and 
degraces his. character is unoblerved 
amid the tags and tinſel of his 
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(8) 
foppery. Other, and I will add 
far better qualifications muſt be 
neceſſary to give any one admittance 
to your ſociety in the fituation 
where my hopes have fondly placed 
you; and which, IT truſt, you will 
not fail to realize. Modeſty, Know- 
ledge, Sincerity, Reputation, Ho- 
nour, Integrity, and rational Piety 
will then be requiſite to give any 
Candidate for the honour of your 
- acquaintance the leaft hopes of ob- 
taining it: No leſs will win her 
Grace, whom all comtnend. Indeed, 
the vicious and abandoned, the child 
of Folly and the Nurſeling of Faſhion 
would not then attempt ſo vain an 
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enterprize. The virtuous alone can 
gain admittance to the Temple of 
Virtue, and receive a ſmile of favour 
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from the Prieſteſs who miniſters at 


the altar. 


This is an Ape of univerſal enqui- 
ry.—The powers of Art, the depths. 
of Science, and the ſecrets of Nature, 


were never ſo minutely conſidere 


and examined as in theſe times. — 
The manners, cuſtoms, laws, privi- 
leges, &c. &c. of foreign nations, 
have been more frequently and cor- 
rectly deſcribed in theſe days, than 


in any which have preceded them. — 


But modern Curioſity, beſides its 


greater exertions in the ordinary 
branches of enquiry, has taken a 
new turn, at leaſt in this Kingdom, 


and directs itſelf with very great at- 


tention to the minute circumſtances 
of * life, and the particular 
conduct 


can. 
conduct of private characters. 
Tour Grace muſt be ſenſible, that 
this is truth, as the public Papers 
have frequently informed the World 
of matters reſpecting yourſelf, which 
the Duke of D——— and 
Lady So only knew in 
common with the reſt of the 
Town. 55 


The concluſion which I would de- 
rive from theſe obſervations is this: 
That from the rage after anecdotes 

and private hiſtory, which at pre- 
z ſent prevails, and the uncommon 
pains which is taken to gratify it, 
Poſterity will poſſeſs a degree of bio- 
graphical information, which nei- 
ther this nor any former Age has ever 
known. A perſon, therefore, of your 
| H high 


<9 ) 


high rank and perſonal qualifica- 


tions will be, without doubt, the 


ſubject of ſome future Domeſtic 
Hiſtorian, who, if your preſent love 
of pleaſure ſhould continue, and he 
ſhould take his deſcription from 
thence, will, probably, form ſome- 
thing like the following character 

of Your Grace : (2 | 


This Lady was married at a 
very early age to the Duke of 
„ who ſignaliſed his 
« affection for her by every mark of 


the moſt unbounded generoſity. 
At this time ſhe was conſidered as 


sone of the moſt beautiful Women 
in the Kingdom, and, from the 


4 yirtues of her noble parents, the 
= uncommon attention which was 


paid 


tw) 
<< paid'to her education, and the pre- 
Lc cautions which had been taken to 


< preferye her from the contagion of 


< the Age, great expectations were 


formed of her future conduct, and 


e it was not doubted but ſhe would 


** prove an unrivalled example of 


= female excellence. But Youth 
te cannot be truſted amid the ſedue- 
tions of Pleaſure, when it poſſeſſes 


© the utmoſt means of enjoying 
2 « them, —Inſpired with an uncom- 
mon vivacity of remper, and ha- 


66 ving experienced no medium be- 
« tween parental controul and the 
e boundleſs indulgence of a Huf- 

band, her Grace yielded to the de- 


„ luſions which played around her, 

and ſuffered herſelf to be tempted 

into a rage after pleaſure, which, 
H 2 —  _ 
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« at once, blaſted all the fond expec- 
te tations concerning her. F aſhion 
te ſubmitted its capricious fancies | 
* to her controul, and ſhe was de- 
« lighted to direct them. Flattery 
sas continually at her ear, and ſhe 
< encouraged its adulations. Va- 

« niey prepared her Temple, ndfſhe 
« became the Prieſteſs of it. Plea- 
« ſure ſolicited a place in her heart, 
% and ſhe gave up the whole of it to 
t that deluding Syren ;— while Dif- 
e cretion and Good-Senſe, finding 
* themſelves deſerted and unnoticed, 
* reſigned their care; and of all the 
« Virtues which once poſſeſſed an in- 
«© tereſt in her, Chaſtity alone refuſed 
to abandon her. The conſequences - 
e of ſuch a conduct did not belie the 
* ſource of them. Her health was 
© <« loſt, 


Can} 

“ loſt, her conſtitution impaired, | 
<« and ſhe proved a barren Wife, to 
6 the great diſappointment of her 
00 noble family. With her beau- 
5 ty, her Aatterers fled away; —with 
her health, the means of enjoying 
« pleaſure were at an end ;—and ha- 
<« ving reſted her dignity upon ca- 
price and faſhion, it ſunk with 
« them. In ſhort, ſhe languiſhed an 
< unreſpected and hypochondriac 
* Character to her death, which was 
ſcarce lamented, and happened at 
% a period when the wiſe only begin 

* to know the real pleaſure of life.” 


By perſons of impartialobſervation, 
I ſhall not, I truſt, be accuſed of the 
| leaſt diſpoſition to unfavourable par- 
riality 1 in the foregoing picture; nor 


. Will 
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will they - accuſe me of heightening 
the colours of that with which I am 
about to contraſt it. Upon the plea- 
ſing ſuppoſition, therefore, that Your 
Grace will change the manners of 
the World for thoſe of a Chriſtian, 
and purſue Chriſtian happiness 
_ Inſtead of worldly pleaſure, I ſhall 
endeavour ta foreſtal the character 
which the future Biographer will 

give you, and the honeſt praiſes 
which he will beſtow upon your vir- 
tues. Paſſing over your rank and 
perſonal advantages, which all know 
and confeſs, I ſhall imagine him to 
proceed in the following manner: 


It muſt be acknowledged, that 
* her Grace ſoon diſappointed the 
8 expectations which, from the un- 
x =” com- 


(03) 


* common care that had been given 


to her education, the World had 


formed of her growing charac- 
< ter, by a violent attachment to 


| < pleaſurable | amuſements, and a 


fond ambition to preſcribe and 
e give laws tothe Faſhionable World. 
But Human Nature at beſt is fal- 


„ [ible, and if the ſituation and live- 


ly diſpoſition of this Lady are 
© conſidered but for a moment, her 


e deviations from diſcretion will be 


found to be leſs deſerving of con- 
ce demnation, than her perfect return 


© to it, of praiſe and admiration. 


Her good ſenſe ſoon recovered 
from the delirium in which it had 


been obſcured, and broke forth, 


from the clouds of error with all 


e the ſplendor of Chriſtian virtue, 


Rs - 
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66 Her. hr of purſuit v was not re- 
t mitted, but the objects of it were 
changed; and the airy phan- 
< toms of falſe pleaſure yaniſhed 
c from before her, the moment ſhe 
“gave her attention to ſubſtantial 
« good. The latter was now be- 
* come the object of her life; and 
e ſhe daily grew into the eſteem and 
60 veneration of Mankind. Her ex- 
< ternal deportment charmed every 
e beholder, who thought nothing 
could exceed it, till they heard her 
* diſcourſe, and enjoyed her con- 
ap verſation. Her piety was warm, 
ce but rational, and took the middle 
<* path between indifference and en- 
e thuſiaſm : and ſuch was the influ- 
b ence ſhe acquired by her wiſe and 
e amiable conduct, that ſhe became 
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an example to all ranks of people, 
« —paye a turn to the manners of 
8 times, checked the ſpirit of 
* diſfpation and exceſs, and ſaved 
« deſponding Virtue from the * 
« ſtruction which threatened i it. 
« Bleſt with a numerous iſſue, ſhe 
* formed them by the ſtandard of her 
„ own virtues ; and the firſt perſons 
« of the Kingdom fought an alliance 
with her family, more from an ad- 
<« miration of the goodneſs, than the 
« rank and wealth which diſtinguiſh- 
« ed it;---while the Duke her Huſ- 
% band was thought to derive more 
„ honour from her virtue, than from 
e the long illuſtrious train of An- 
« ceſtors from whom he deſcended. 
„Her houſe was the reſort of the 
by, moſt eminent and virtuous perſons 


e then 


„ 

then living ;- nor was it leſs the 

« afylum of the unfortunate, by 
* whatever name their miſeries 
might be diſtinguiſhed. In her, 
e merit of every kind found a cer- 
c tain patroneſs; and when baſhful 
% Modeſty hid it in obſcurity, ſhe 
* called it forth to that public re- 
* gard which ever waited upon her 
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protection. In ſhort, to ſum up 
« the excellence of this Lady's cha- 
& racter,---SHE WAS A CHRISTIAN,— 
Heaven, for the good of Mankind, 
&* continued this rare pattern of fe- 
* male perfection to a very advan- 
* ced age, when ſhe died without a 
6c groan, lamented beyond the de- 
* ſcription of my pen, and leaving a 
t name behind her, which will be 
kf remembered with veneration when 
on * braſs 


( 7). 
. braſs and marble ſhall ceaſe to re- 
« cord it,” IS. 


This, Madam, is a very imperfect 


| ſketch of that character, which it is 


1n your power to. poſſeſs while you 
live, and when you ſhall be no more. 
4 ſenſibility to future fame, as 
it is the mark of a great and noble 


mind, might, I truſt, be eaſily awa- 


kened in yours: and tho” I ſhall not 
live to ſee the page which may do 
this honour to your virtue, —with- : 
out a with for long life, I may hope 
to be a witneſs of that excellence 
which will deſerve it. 


4 muſt acknowledge, Madam, 
that this Letter has grown beneath 
my pen to a length which, on any 


other 
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other ſubject, would demand apo- 
logy : but I will, nay, I cannot ſup- 
poſe, that a zeal for your beſt in- 
tereſt and real happineſs, even in 


my unpoliſhed declarations, ſhould 
require excuſe. My heart, I be- 


lieve, will never reproach me for 


this offering of it. Nay, Madam, 


whatever may be your ſentiments 
on the firſt peruſal of this Volume, 


the time may be at hand, when you 


will applaud its counſels, and feel 


fome emotions of gratitude to the 


unknown author of it. 


May your Grace regard with atten- - 
tion the picture which 1 have drawn 


of Religious Happineſs ! May you, 


Madam, aſpire to attain it, and I 
doubt not but the time will come, 
when 


6 109 } 
when you will be pre-eminently 
call'd TRE CHRISTIAN Ducanzss. It 
is a great and diſtinguiſhed title. 
The World in all its ſtore-houſes of 
Honour, has not ſuch another; for 
it adorns this World, and is derived 
from Heaven. 


The Fops and Fools who flutter 
about you may laugh at this idea, 
and make it the ſubject of their 
pointed raillery ;—but ſhould your 
Grace realize it, they will ſoon be 
_ fGlentwith admiration. Such {coffers ; 
at every thing which is praiſe-worthy 
and amiable, would make any re- 
gard you might ſhew to their opi- 
nions a ſubject of equal laughter. 
Tho' they might treat your pru- 
dence with levity before your face, 


ſhould + 


C wew } 

mould you be affected by it, they 
would not fail in your abſence to 

throw a more lively ridicule 1 

yous ox 
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ther you were adorned with ſu- 
perior beauty, enriched with enor- 
mous wealth, and elevated to the 
higheſt rank, in ſhort, whether 
you were born for no better purpoſe 
than to be flattered, followed and 
| courted by rakes, libertines, and 
fpendthrits. If it fhouid be Your 
Grace's opinion, that your nature is. 
capable of higher attainments, and 
formed for ſuperior objects, you 
would do well to diſplay thoſe win- 
ning attractions and elevating virtues 
which 
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which wilt make you almoſt idolized 


by the beſt perſons of all ages, ranks, 


and conditions. And I muſt beg 

_ permiſſion to add, that the wiſdom 
of ſuch a reſolution would be ren- 

dered compleat by your entering 

pon the Immed! late Practice of 1 It, 5 
IJ am more ſenſibly led to this nike. 
tion by the account of Lapy EcLine- 
rox's death, which reached me as L 
was employed on this page. She was 
young and beautiful, and a Coun- 
reſs, but neither youth, beauty, nor 
rank, could ſave Ker from the ſudden 
ſtroke of that unceremonious Power, 
who without the previous notice of 
a moment may intrude upon your 


pleaſures, and change your Temple 
of Vanity into the Vault of Death. 
The © 
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The ſummons of F Fate does not appal 
the good, tho it meets them beneath 


the morning ſun, and in their early 
day. To diſpel then ſuch gloomy 
ideas, or rather to baniſh all trouble 


from them, be a Chriſtian.—I moſt 
ſincerely wiſh it, Madam, for the 
happineſs of Your Grace, the honour 
of your Sex, the good of ours, and 


the many benefits which Society 


will derive from your wiſdom 


and piety. And if the foregoing 
Pages ſhould have, in any degree, 


awakened your reflection, or ani- 


| mated your good ſenſe to conſider 


the nature of the Female © haracter, 
wherein its true dignity conſiſts, 
and how its real happineſs is to be 
obtained; —if, to uſe a common 
Phraſe, I ſhould have been inſtru- 


mental 


Na 
mental in leading Your Grace zo ſet 
_ the Faſhion of being a Chriſtian, —1 
ſball not have written permit me, 
Madam, to add, in the warmth of 
my heart, —I ſhall not have lived 
in vain. 1 
I have the honour of being, 
With great reſpect, 
Iour Grace's 
Moſt Sincere, 
And Obedient Humble Servant, 
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